Sample Course Materials

On the following pages are the assignments associated with the final project in my recent course, Philosophy
and Artificial Intelligence. 1 left the project extremely open-ended: students could choose to write a
traditional philosophy paper, but they had the option to submit literally anything else they wanted instead.
My goal was to individualize the final project, making it relevant to students and ensuring that they were
able to fully demonstrate their learning in the course by allowing them to tailor the project to their own
goals, interests, and abilities.

The challenges were to provide structure in such an open-ended assignment, and to ensure that the projects
aligned with the courses learning goals. I scaffolded the project by assigning a miniature practice version
of it, and by having students write a project proposal in consultation with me. And I ensured that the
projects aligned with the courses learning goals, as well as the students’ own, by adding a project reflection
and by explicitly requiring the project proposals and reflections to discuss the project’s relevance to the
student’s goals and the course’s goals more generally.

About half the students chose to write a traditional philosophy paper, and the other half wrote software or
pieces of fiction, created documentaries, and built sculptures, among other things. A number of students
changed their minds about their projects after the practice version, finding that the particular kind of
project they had planned didn’t align well enough with their goals or abilities. And in their project
reflections many students (including many of those who wrote traditional philosophy papers) noted the
freedom the project had given them, and stressed how they preferred this kind of project to a typical a
less self-directed one.
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Writing Exercise 6 a¢

Max 750 words, due Friday, Mar 25. Worth 12% of your final grade. This exercise is a chance to experiment and get
some experience with the form of your final project. You might choose to write a short brief for a government
organization, a dialogue, a piece of fiction, a traditional philosophical essay, etc. Think of this exercise as a short
version of that project. Whatever the project is, it will need to engage critically with arguments about Al —
examining their conclusions, points of contention, sources of evidence, etc. — as you did in the previous exercises,
and as you'll do in your final project.

Before your work, include a short sentence or paragraph just letting me know what the project here is, and what
you're trying to accomplish. (Is it an argument for machine consciousness? An artwork expressing the tension
between symbolic and connectionist approaches? In short, tell me what | should know going in and how | should
approach the work.) And after your work, reflect, in another ~100 words, on how you went about doing the
assignment, what came easily and what was more difficult, etc., and on what lessons you can take into your final

project.
Three more notes:

1. It's possible that your project won't show its critical engage with arguments about Al on its face — e.g,, if it's a
painting, or something like that. In that case, it should be accompanied by a short statement (~400 words)
explaining how your own critical engagement with those arguments informs the project, and how you
understand the project to draw on and contribute to our understanding of Al.

2. It's possible that your project won't be in writing — e.g., if you write a computer program. Then the word limit
won't apply. In that case, take on a small part of the task, like a proof-of-concept program showing that the kind
of program you want to write is possible, or a simpler program to do a simpler version of what you want your
program to do. (The point just above will apply to a computer program as well.)

3. You may rewrite the sixth writing exercise, if you wish (see the Course Policies section on rewrites in the

syllabus).

Come talk to me about this if you have any questions!




Project Proposal a+ b Bl

Max 400 words, due Friday, Apr 8. Worth 5% of your final grade.

You have a lot of latitude to decide what your final project looks like. You're welcome to write a traditional
philosophical paper, engaging in one of the debates we've discussed and arguing for a position on it. (In that case
the paper should be around 4500 words.) But you might instead write a debate or dialogue with another member
of the class, or a brief for a government organization, non-profit, or company, advocating for or against the use of
some Al technology. Or you could create something else entirely, a work of fiction, a computer program, etc. The
only requirement is that your project engages seriously and critically with the material and topics we've discussed
in class.

Your project proposal should therefore do two things. (1), it should describe the project you're going to take on: the
type of project (academic paper, computer program, interpretive dance routine, ...); the content (the specific course
issues and material you'll discuss); and the expected result (an argument for a certain view, a program that solves
some problem, etc.). Be specific — say how long you expect it to be, what you expect it to achieve in detail, and so
on. And (2), it should explain why the project is a good fit for your own goals, and what you hope to get out of it yourself.
Maybe you just like writing philosophy papers and you want to think more about Al creativity, so you're writing a
traditional paper on that subject. Or maybe you'’re going into a career in government, and you're writing a brief to a
government organization to start building the skills you'll need in that career.

Within a week I'll review your proposal, give you feedback on the project, and propose a grading rubric or a set of
expectations based on the details you've given me. (And we can talk more about all of that, especially the
expectations.) You can rewrite this proposal, if you want (see the Course Policies section on rewrites, below).
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Due Friday April 29, but I'm happy to give extensions up to around May 5 — just get in touch with me if you think
you'll want a bit extra time. Worth 30% of your final grade.

Final Project as

You've written your project proposal, and you've got my feedback and suggestions. Look over that feedback, and
pay special attention to any changes I've suggested. The final project should carry out the plan you described in the
proposal, modulo any changes | suggested in the feedback. Come talk to me about any of the feedback or anything
that's still unclear. There should, at this point, be a pretty clear set of expectations for the final project — if the
expectations aren't clear, come talk to me about them. If you want to do something different than you planned in
your project proposal: come talk to me about it. You have a lot of latitude on this project, and that can be very
liberating, but it works best when we also have lots of communication, so please do come chat about anything that
isn't clear or any way | could be helpful, from just suggesting readings to talking through the structure of the project
as a whole.




Project Reflection av it

Max 400 words, due May 12, or one week after you get a grade and feedback on your final project. Worth 5% of

your final grade.

You should do two things in this reflection. First, reflect on the feedback | gave you, and more generally on the
goals you had for the project and how well the project achieved them. Then, discuss some lessons you'll take
forward from the project. This is a very low-stakes assignment — don't let it stress you out at all. It's just a chance
to reflect and consolidate, and to think about what you're taking away from the whole experience.




